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from wealthy Maronites, etc. According to the laws of this
church each male adult is taxed three piasters,, or about
twelve cents, annually. For many years, however, the tax-
gathering has not been strictly enforced. In some cases
the bishops are allowed to retain a large portion of the tithes,
and in others the parish priests may keep them.
Ten days after the death of a Maronite patriarch the
bishops proceed to elect his successor. It is recommended
that the candidate be a bishop, but a simple priest may be
chosen for elevation. In any case the candidate must have
completed his fortieth year. Six bishops may form a quo-
rum. According to a hereditary privilege the doors of the
church where the election takes place may be guarded by a
sheikh of the house of Khazin. The presiding officer, who
is the senior bishop, writes his choice on a bit of paper, -seals
it, and drops it in a cup on the altar. When all have thus
cast their votes, these are counted by two of the bishops;
if they do not correspond with the number of voters they
are thrown, unopened, in a brazier of coals near the door,
and a new vote is taken. The successful candidate must
receive two-thirds of the whole number of votes cast. Elec-
tion by acclamation is legal only when it is absolutely unan-
imous. The first Sunday or feast day after the election
is appointed for the consecration, after which the new
patriarch writes a letter to the pope, professing obedience
and praying for confirmation of his election and enthrone-
ment. One of the bishops is sent as special envoy to Rome?
bringing back the pallium.
Like all other Oriental prelates in the Turkish Empire,
the Maronite bishops exercise civil as well as ecclesiastical
jurisdiction over their people. The patriarch has the sole
authority in episcopal election and consecration, but he
should have the advice and consent of his bishops. More-
over, the ancient Eastern customs of consulting the wishes
of the people, disregarded by the Greek Catholics, is kept
up by the Maronite hierarchy by sending agents to confer
with the priests and chief men of the diocese. According
to the canons the nomination may be made either by the
patriarch or by the people. The candidate must be at
least thirty years of age, and should have been six months

